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what is a character?



–Aristotle, Poetics

“Character gives us qualities, but it is in our 
actions—what we do—that we are happy or the 
reverse. In a play accordingly they do not act in 

order to portray the Characters; they include 
the Characters for the sake of the action.” 



E.M. Forster's flat/round 
distinction

• flat = characters who have no hidden complexity 
(stereotypes/tropes) 

• round = has depth; "cannot be summed up in a 
single phrase" (Forster quoted in Abbott 133)



taxonomies and 
quantifications of 

character



Theophrastus' The Characters

• Theophrastus: c. 371–287 
BCE; wtudent of Aristotle 
(Poetics); wrote about pretty 
much everything ("The Father 
of Botany") 

• The Characters: written c. 319 
BCE; sorta tongue-in-cheek, 
but arguably the first 
"personality typology"  

• Perhaps the origin of the 
"character sketch"
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• The Insincere Man 
• The Flatterer 
• The Garrulous Man 
• The Boor 
• The Complacent 

Man 
• The Man without 

Moral Feeling 
• The Talkative Man 
• The Fabricator 
• The Shamelessly 

Greedy Man 
• The Pennypincher 
• The Offensive Man 

• The Hapless Man 
• The Officious Man 
• The Absent-Minded 

Man 
• The Unsociable Man 
• The Superstitious 

Man 
• The Faultfinder 
• The Suspicious Man 
• The Repulsive Man 
• The Unpleasant 

Man 
• The Man of Petty 

Ambition 

• The Stingy Man 
• The Show-Off 
• The Arrogant Man 
• The Coward 
• The Oligarchical 

Man 
• The Late Learner 
• The Slanderer 
• The Lover of Bad 

Company 
• The Basely 

Covetous Man



"reading" the person



chiromancy



phrenology



astrology



Table 1

Symbol Sign names Period

 Capricorn Winter Solstice (December 22) – the day before Great Cold 

 Aquarius Great Cold (January 20) – the day before Vernal Showers 

 Pisces Vernal Showers (February 19) – the day before Vernal Equinox 

 Aries Vernal Equinox (March 21) – the day before Corn Rain 

 Taurus Corn Rain (April 20 – the day before Corn Forms 

 Gemini Corn Forms (May 21 [4  – the day before Summer Solstice 

 Cancer Summer Solstice (June 21 [4  – the day before Great Heat 

 Leo Great Heat (July 24) – the day before End of Heat 

 Virgo End of Heat (August 23) – the day before Autumnal Equinox 

 Libra Autumnal Equinox (September 23 [4  – the day before First Frost 

 Scorpio First Frost (October 23) – the day before Light Snow 

 Sagittarius Light Snow (November 23) – the day before Winter Solstice

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capricorn_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dongzhi_Festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dahan_(solar_term)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquarius_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dahan_(solar_term)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yushui_(solar_term)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pisces_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yushui_(solar_term)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chunfen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aries_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chunfen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guyu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taurus_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guyu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiaoman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gemini_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiaoman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_sign_astrology#cite_note-:0-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiazhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cancer_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiazhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_sign_astrology#cite_note-:0-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dashu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dashu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chushu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgo_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chushu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qiufen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libra_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qiufen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_sign_astrology#cite_note-:0-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shuangjiang_(solar_term)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorpio_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shuangjiang_(solar_term)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiaoxue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagittarius_(astrology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiaoxue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dongzhi_(solar_term)


psychometrics



intelligence quotient (IQ)



–Gould 24–25

“...the abstraction of intelligence as a single 
entity, its location within the brain, its 

quantification as one number for each 
individual, and the use of these numbers to 
rank people in a single series of worthiness, 

invariably to find that oppressed and 
disadvantaged groups—races, classes, or 

sexes—are innately inferior and deserve their 
status.” 





dungeons and dragons 
character sheets



Source: https://playingattheworld.blogspot.com/2013/07/character-sheets-in-1975.html
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• Strength measures your character’s muscle and physical power 

• Dexterity measures hand-eye coordination, agility, reflexes, and 
balance 

• Constitution represents your character’s health and stamina. 

• Intelligence determines how well your character learns and 
reasons. 

• Wisdom describes a character’s willpower, common sense, 
perception, and intuition. 

• Charisma measures a character’s force of personality, 
persuasiveness, personal magnetism, ability to lead, and 
physical attractiveness.

Source: https://www.dandwiki.com/wiki/SRD:Ability_Scores
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the D&D charisma check
"A Charisma check might arise when you try to 
influence or entertain others, when you try to make an 
impression or tell a convincing lie, or when you are 
navigating a tricky social situation. [...] The GM might 
call for a Charisma check when you try to accomplish 
tasks like the following: Find the best person to talk to 
for news, rumors, and gossip; Blend into a crowd to 
get the sense of key topics of conversation" 

from https://www.dandwiki.com/wiki/5e_SRD:Charisma

https://www.dandwiki.com/wiki/5e_SRD:Charisma


From Apocalypse World Playbook http://apocalypse-world.com/ 



dwarf fortress



http://dwarffortresswiki.org/index.php/DF2014:Attribute 

http://dwarffortresswiki.org/index.php/DF2014:Personality_trait
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character through 
interaction



chat-based



http://manifestation.com/neurotoys/eliza.php3/



dialog trees



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjGJpxwJU_s





Khandaker-Kokoris 85–86

"In mainstream games... the standard for 'romance 
games' is... dialogue trees. The player is able to choose 

from a number of pre-scripted options what to say, in 
order to get a certain outcome. [...] While non-player 

characters... may require you to meet certain parameters 
in order to succeed at a selected dialogue choice (for 

example, having a certain level of 'charisma'), the 
outcome still ends up being superficial in nature. [...] 
[T]he process effectively becomes 'press the correct 

sequence of buttons in order to get them to sleep with 
you'.... [T]he mechanical rules [for these interactions]... 
reflect a set of beliefs—communicated to the player—

about how relationships work"
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